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countries they spread over Europe and to Amer-

ica. Hence, all Mennonites are either of Swiss-
German or Dutch-German origin. This map shows
the general spread of these two Mennonite groups.

ORIGIN OF TEE MENNONITES

The Mennonites originated in two countries, Swit-

zerland and The Netherlands. From these two
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CHART Il THE SPREAD OF THE SWISS

MENNONITES

Because of severe persecution the Swiss Mennon
ites left their homeland seeking refuge in Alsace-
Lorraine, South-Germany, Tyrol, Moravia, Rou-
mania, Volhynia, Galicia, Ukraine, East Prussia, The
Netherlands, and Pennsy!vama
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Mennonites in Western Europe Today
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Ex151iNnG MENNONITE
Belg um CONGREGATIONS 1N FRANCE
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THE SPREAD OF THE DUTCH |-
MENNONITES ” ¢
During the 16th century the Dutch Mennonites|
spread from the Low Countries (Holland and Bel-
glum) into the neighboring German provinces andjz-- -
iies: Lower Rhine, Westphalia, Friesland, Ham-.} -
burg, Schleswig- Holai'em and Danzig, and Frussia.|
From here they moved irto Poland and Russia.
From The Netherlands and Krefeld some went to| - -
New York and Germantown during the 17th cen+ury| 9

CHART I

BALTIC SEA The Route of the Journey of Mennonites, madz= from the
> Niemen Vistula Delta in Danzig and Prussia through Poland
» to the Ukraine in Russia.
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Mennonite congregations of the Vistula Delta

Pre-war Distribution

of Mennonites Along

the Vistula River
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CHART IV: THE SPREAD OF THE MEN-
NONITES IN RUSSIA

Within 150 years Mennonites spread ovar Euro-

pean and Asiatic Russia establishing some fifty

settlements with a population of some 120,000; in

400 villages and estates, covering a land surface \

of 5816 square miles (equal to the state of Con-[%
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CHART V: MENNONITE MIGRATION:
1874-84
In 1874 one-third of the Mennonites of Russia

(18,000) came to the prairie states and provinces
of America. Mennonites from Volhynia, Galicia,
Poland, and Prussia joined fhem
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SASKATCHEWAN _
Mennonites from Russia settled,
after 1874, in the prairie states
and previnces of the USA and
SKETCH MAP e
OF THE \ Top shows the east and west
RED RIVER PLAlNS ; reserves in Manitoba where Men-
MILES nonites settled. Bottom shows
% 2 i REGlON : the west reserve Mennonite vil-
lages as of 1898.
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Mennonites of Mexico

The Menronites of Mexico came from Manitoba and Saskatchewan and settled in Mexico after
World War 1
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N - CHART VI: MENNONITE MIGRATION:
N\ 44 1923-30
Brazil’ 5 After the Russian Revolution some 25,000 Mennon-
\ rgzn/ o1V ites left Russia, going mostly o Canada, Brazil, and
\A o Paraguay. Some went to Mexico and the United
— |- ParaguayQ &= ] States.

Distribution of all Mennonites of North America, 1946.
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Mennonite settlements in South America established after World War 1.
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CHART VII:  MENNONITE MIGRATION: el
WORLD WAR i

"Unknown thousands of Russian Mennonites werd)
|sent into exile since 1930 and during the last war.[g
~ |The retreating Germans evacuated 35,000 of the

/ |remaining Mennonites of the Ukraine of whoml|.
/]10,000 are seeking a new home in America. Somel,
/ 125,000 were forcibly repatriated by the Russians,
most of whom were sent to Asiatic Russia.
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Reimer spent eighteen years in con-

centration and immigration camps be-
fore he reached South America.
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